Can other people access information
about me or my business?
It depends on what the information is and whether it is exempt.
A person may apply to an agency for access to documents that include information
about you. If this happens, you are known as a ‘third party’ to the access application.
The information may be of two kinds:


personal information about you; or



commercial, business, professional or financial information about you, your
company or your business.

If the personal information is about you as a private individual, that information is likely
to be exempt and people would not usually be able to get access to it (clause 3). If you
are a government officer and the information relates to what you do in your job, people
are likely to get access to that information. If the information is about your business,
that information may be disclosed depending on the consequences of giving it out
(clause 4).
If an agency is proposing to give another person access to a document containing
information about you, before doing so it must take steps to seek your views about
whether the information is exempt (sections 32 and 33).
If the agency decides to give a person access to your information against your wishes, it
must inform you in writing of the reasons for its decision and of your rights to have its
decision reviewed (section 34). You have the right to apply for review of the agency’s
decision. There are time limits associated with applying for review of a decision. The
agency must not give access to the documents until the time for you to exercise your
rights of review has expired.
If you have any general enquiries about the FOI process, please see our website or
contact our office.
Note: This Information Sheet is intended as a general guide only and should not be
viewed as legal advice. The Information Commissioner considers each complaint on its
merits and according to the relevant circumstances.
Office of the Information Commissioner
Phone: (08) 6551 7888
Freecall (WA country): 1800 621 244
Fax: (08) 6551 7889
Email: info@foi.wa.gov.au
Web: www.foi.wa.gov.au
Address: Albert Facey House, 469 Wellington Street, Perth WA 6000
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